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VARPAS
Fall 2002

Ruduo 2002
The Varpas is the official newsletter of the

Lithuanians of America which is based in

Kansas City, Kansas, the heart of America.

Enjoy Margarita’s Mugė November 16th-17th

The LOA’s fifth annual bazaar will be held November 16th and 17th at the Lenexa Community Center.  This is a great opportunity for Christmas shopping, or finish it if you’re organized.  Once again, we will be selling special items from Lithuania at the bazaar, including amber, linens, and wood carvings.  LOA member Pat Jesaitis will be selling his unique photography and Theresa Planac will have a flea market.  Other vendors include Ukranian Eggs, and Old Country Bakery.

But there’s more than just shopping!  Children of all ages will be able to have their pictures taken with Father Frost.  The Aidas Dancers will also be performing both afternoons at 1:30 p.m.  The Young Aidas dancers will dance on Sunday afternoon at 2:00 p.m.

You can enjoy a Lithuanian meal at the Mugė, or take home food for later.  We will be preparing cabbage rolls, sausage sandwiches, barley, potato, and chicken soups in our kitchen. Make sure to save room for torte and strudel or take some home.  You can also take home Lithuanian bread and whole tortes for your holiday entertaining.

The bazaar is named Margarita’s Mugė in honor of Margaret Zemaitis, the founder of the event.  A mugė is a Lithuanian marketplace.

Admission is free with plenty of parking.  The Lenexa Community Center is 2 blocks north and 1 block east of 95th and Pflumm.  The Mugė is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday. Come and enjoy a taste of Lithuania!


Lithuanian Christmas Party

Sunday, December 8th

Bring your family, including children and grandchildren, to the LOA Christmas Party and have your picture taken with Father Frost.  This year’s party will be held on Sunday, December 2nd from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. at the Lake of the Forest Lodge.  See the map inside for directions.

The party will begin with a social hour.  Everyone will also be able to sample the dishes on the kučios table.  The kučios table has twelve meatless dishes that are traditionally served in Lithuania for Christmas Eve dinner.  If you would like to bring a special dish for the kučios table, contact Kathy Hazlewood at (913)262-7175.

The dinner will be pot-luck.  Each family is asked to bring a dish or two to share.  Bring your favorite casserole, salad, dessert, or alcoholic beverage, and be sure to have your name on the dish and serving utensils.  The LOA will provide paper goods and beverages.

Be sure to bring your camera so that you can have your picture taken with Father Frost, who will also have gifts for the children.  After dinner, the Aidas Dancers will perform, and we will have a Christmas sing-a-long.  The LOA will also be having a raffle as a fund-raiser. 

If you have any questions, contact Anita Strumillo at (913)299-1453.

 Our Lady Of Siluva Mass Thank You’s

The Mass in honor of Our Lady of Siluva, held at St. Cyril and Methodius on Sunday, September 8, 2002, was attended by many of our members.  It was a beautiful day, with bright sunshine, and mild temperatures, befitting the occasion.  


Father Philip Kendall was the celebrant, and the St. Cyril choir sang some wonderful hymns for the Mass.  The closing song was “Let There Be Peace on Earth”, which was quite appropriate, since the September 11, 2001, anniversary of the attack on the Twin Towers was only three days away.

We thank all members who came to the Mass to honor our Lady on her special day, and to all who helped in the planning and preparations for making this celebration so special.  The tradition of this Mass was started only five years ago, due to the fact that the Our Lady of Siluva feast day was unknown to us before that time; but we hope to keep it going for a long time to come.

Special thanks and gratitude to Father Kendall and Barbara and Joe Shamet, who helped with the arrangements and the liturgy planning.


We also want to extend special thanks to the following members for their extra efforts in making this day very special for all of us.  We sincerely hope we have not left anyone unmentioned, and if so, we ask for your understanding.

 • Tony Granosky, for loaning the painting of Our Lady of Siluva , which was put in a place of honor in front of the main altar. 

• Susan Osborne, for the beautiful flower arrangements and woven juostas  which she always arranges with such artistry for this event; as well as for the St. Casimir Mass  in March. 

• Al Purduski, for putting the Lithuanian flags on the pews, indicating our heritage and adding a tone of dignity and honor to the Mass.

• Eric Eads, who volunteered to do the readings and prayer petitions during the Mass.  Also for the loan of his world globe, which signified the Sept. 11th remembrance, and the prayers of the faithful for world peace.

• Dave Zemaitis and Al Purduski for being the gift bearers for the Offertory part of the Mass.


We look forward to seeing all of our members at the St. Casimir Day Mass which is scheduled for Sunday, March 2, 2003, and will be combined with our annual celebration of Lithuanian Independence Day.  Remember to mark your calendars now, and be a part of this special event!

2003 Diplomatic Ball Scheduled For March 8

The Ethnic Enrichment Commission Diplomatic Ball will be held at the Kansas City Marriott Downtown, 1213 Wyandotte, Kansas City, Missouri, on Saturday, March 8, 2003.  The Philippines will be the hosting country this year. 

Charlotte and Dick Horvatic, our Lithuanian representatives on the Mayor’s Ethnic Commission, extend an invitation to all our members to join them and other members of our community in attending this event.  Once you have experienced the ambience and the camaraderie of one of the Balls, no matter which country is hosting, you will agree it is an enjoyable evening; well worth your time and money. 

If you would like to know more about the Ball, please don’t hesitate to call Dick and Charlotte at (816) 461-9073.  Over the years, many of our members and their friends have enjoyed themselves tremendously, and have made this an annual affair they don’t want to miss!

Day at Conception Abbey


On September 21st, LOA members enjoyed a wonderful day at Conception Abbey, along with members of the Omaha Lithuanian group.


Father Samuel Russell organized the day. Members toured the Abbey and the nearby convent, joined the monks in Mass and evening prayers, and enjoyed delicious meals.


The Aidas Dancers performed, and the Omaha choir led everyone in a sing-a-long of Lithuanian songs.  Three seminarians who had visited Lithuania last summer shared stories of their experience.


Everyone enjoyed the day, and we look forward to another joint event.  If you picked up the name of a pen pal from Omaha, don’t forget to drop them a line.

Christmas Exhibit at the

Strawberry Hill Museum

The Strawberry Hill Museum will be opening their Christmas Exhibit on Saturday, November 23, 2002.  It will be open weekends from 1-5 p.m.  Admission is $5 per person.  The permanent Lithuanian exhibit will include the Lithuanian Christmas tree.  


The museum will also have holiday events.  On December 7th at 2:p.m. the Liderkranz Singers will perform.  On December 8th, St. Nicholas will visit from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  On December 14th at 2 p.m. the Sumner Choir will perform.



If you are interested in helping with the Lithuanian room or donating or loaning items for the museum, please contact Dolores Purduski at (913)342-4014.


The Strawberry Hill Museum is also having a fund drive for a new roof, which is expected to cost over $90,000.  Donations are tax-deductible and may be mailed to:


Strawberry Hill Museum


720 North 4th Street

Kansas City, KS  66101

Another Successful

Ethnic Festival


Once again the Lithuanians had a successful Ethnic Festival, thanks to the many volunteers who put in many hours in the summer heat.  As usual, the castle was a popular attraction, and was inspected by another group who is thinking of making a fancier booth.


Thanks to all your hard work, many more people were able to learn more about Lithuania and its culture, as well has enjoy some delicious food.

About Our Members


Carolyn Strumillo and Robert Novelo were married on October 26th in Dallas.  Congratulations to you both!


Mary Kelly and Chris Wright are the proud parents of Connor Roan, who was born on September 13th.  Congratulations!


Please remember our ill members in your thoughts and prayers.  Dottie Coakley has been ill.  Joe Pollock had a hip replacement, but is back dancing already.  We wish you both a full and speedy recovery.

Do you have information about your family to share with your fellow LOA members? If you have news to share, e-mail khazlewood1@yahoo.com
+++ In Memoriam +++

Our sympathy and prayers are extended to the families of the John C. Beggs, who passed away Sunday, September 29, 2002.  Please remember them with your prayers.  Mass of Christian Burial was at Christ the King Catholic Church. Burial was at the Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let Your Perpetual Light shine upon him.  May his soul and all the souls of the mercifully departed rest in peace.  Amen.

Lithuania to Join

European Union


Lithuania has worked through the final obstacles to join the European Union (EU).  EU members adjusted their stance on enlargement financing and other controversial issues.   They also adopted a joint EU position in talks with Russia over the travel of Kaliningrad's citizens to the Russian mainland via Lithuania and Poland once they join the EU. 

Mortality Lower in Lithuania


Although the mortality rate in Lithuania is higher than last year, it is still below the rates  for neighbors Latvia and Estonia.  Since 1995, Lithuania’s mortality rate had been dropping, but had a 3.8 percent increase, or 1,480 cases, in 2001.  This was an increase from 11.1 deaths per 1000 people to 11.6.  Since 2001, Lithuania’s population has decreased by 6 percent. 


Health officials believe that just 10 percent of human health depends on health care, since the biggest impact are from the economic and social situation.  Increasing mortality figures could be due to the economic crisis which hit Lithuania in 1999.  The aging of the Lithuanian population could be another factor. 


Latvia and Estonia have had increased mortality rates since 1998. In 2000, Latvia recorded 13.6 deaths per 1,000 population, and Estonia reported 13.4 cases per 1,000 population. In 1999, several countries in central Europe, including the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland, also had an increase in their death rate.


Vodka Most Popular Lithuanian Drink


More than half of the Lithuanian population consume vodka, which appears to be one of the most popular drinks during celebrations and the second most popular type of gift, according to a survey by the SIC Gallup media firm.  66.7 percent of respondents said they bought vodka for different celebrations and almost 10 percent consume it when visiting friends or receiving guests at home. Around 6 percent of the

Lithuanian population drink vodka during weekends. 


Traditionally, Lithuanians drink pure vodka, which was preferred by 74.3 percent of respondents.  Vodka cocktails containing juice and carbonated water are popular among 63.2 percent of those polled, and cocktails of vodka and soft drinks are consumed by 21.9 percent of respondents. Another 7 percent like to "wash down" vodka with beer. 


Lithuanians also tend to buy brandy, vodka and sparkling wine as a gift, i.e. 32.8, 23.3 and 16.4 percent respectively.   The percentage of consumers choosing alcoholic drinks according to their quality rather than price has increased to 73

percent presently. Of them 91 percent stressed they prefer the drinks made of Lux-type spirits.

Declaration of Income and Property Will be Required


In April 2004, Lithuania will require a declaration of income and property by the entire population. Currently only 150,000 residents and state officials declare their property and income.


The declaration will be similar to that required in other European countries, and will help Lithuania collect data needed to regulate taxes or possibly introduce a progressive tax system. 
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Time for 2003 LOA Dues
LOA dues for 2003 are staying at the same low price of only $10 per family or $7 for a single person.  As an LOA member, you will receive the Varpas mailed to your home.  The Varpas includes information about LOA members and events, as well as news from Lithuania.  You will also be invited to the LOA's events such as the Christmas Party and Lithuanian Independence Day Celebration.

LOA Treasurer, Anita Strumillo, will be collecting dues at the LOA Christmas Party.  If you are unable to pay then, you can mail in your dues.  Just fill in the form below (or write the same information on a piece of paper), and mail it with your dues to Anita Strumillo.

If you would like to make an additional contribution, it would be greatly appreciated.  Remember, the LOA is a non-profit organization, and your contributions are tax-deductible.  Your donations allow the LOA to do more activities to help Lithuanians both here in the United States and in Lithuania.

You can also purchase a gift membership for friends or relatives.  Many LOA members live outside of the Kansas City area, and the Varpas is a nice reminder of Kansas City and the Lithuanians there.  Just send the address for your gift membership with your dues.


Klaipeda Seaport Improved


Kalipeda recently completed dredging the port’s entry channel and building a cargo terminal, hoping that the port will attract more large ships and cargo with Lithuania’s upcoming entrance into the European Union.


During a visit to Klaipeda seaport, President Valdas Adamkus said the dynamic development and modernization of the sea port fascinated him, and hoped that the port would become "the guarantee of prosperity and flourishing future of all the country". 

CD Plant in Vilnius


The Baltic Optical Disc company recently opened a new CD plant in Vilnius.  About 5 million litas have been invested into the construction of the only CD plant in the Baltic States. 


The plant is producing 10,000 CDs per day. About 60 percent of the company's output will be sold abroad.

Lithuanians of America 2003 Dues





___ $10 - family     ___ $7 - single     ___ Additional Contribution of $_____





Name:______________________________________________________________________





Address:____________________________________________________________________





City:_______________________________________  State:________  Zip:______________





Phone:(_____)_____-________     Email:__________________________________________





Mail to:  LOA, 1731 N. 78th Terr., Kansas City, KS 66112





Use this map as your Car Pass into Lake of the Forest for the Lithuanian Christmas Party on December 8, 2002.  Lake of the Forest Sponsors: Ray and Ellen Bailey, (913)422-5831.











