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The Varpas is the official newsletter of the

Lithuanians of America which is based in

Kansas City, Kansas, the heart of America.

www.aidasdancers.org/loa.html

Lithuanian Independence Day

And St. Casimir’s Day Celebration to Be Combined

The LOA will be celebrating Lithuanian Independence Day on Sunday, March 2nd with a Mass at 11:00 a.m. at St. Cyril and Methodius Church, followed by lunch and a short program. The LOA will be providing sausages and drinks. Members are asked to bring a dish to share.

The program will include a presentation on Lithuania’s Independence, St. Casimir, and a perfomance by the Aidas Dancers.  Elections for the LOA’s Board of Directors will also be held.

The celebration is in commemoration of Lithuania’s Declaration of Independence on February 16, 1918.  This date is 16 Vasario in Lithuanian.  Lithuania Re-Established its independence on March 11, 1990.

Also, the feast day of St. Casimir, the Patron Saint of Lithuania is March 4th.  Casimir was born in 1458 in Kracow, the second son of the King of Poland and Lithuania. He led a holy life and died at the age of 26. He was buried in Vilnius, and miracles were reported to have taken place at his tomb.

St. Cyril and Methodius Church is at 9th and Mill Streets in Kansas City, Kansas, just north of Central Avenue.  It is near the location of the original Lithuanian parish, St. Casimir’s.

LOA members are asked to sit in the front, left side of the church, by the Lithuanian flags.  If you would like to bring your dish to the church hall before Mass, someone will be able to keep it hot or cold as needed.


Lithuanian Month at Strawberry Hill Museum

February is Lithuanian Heritage month at the Strawberry Museum.  On Sunday, February 23rd, the museum will have a special program, “Where in the World is Lithuania” at 2 p.m. in the West Room.  The program will include dancing by Aidas Dancers, as well as discussions of Lithuanian customs, history, music, and costumes. February is also a great time see the Lithuanian room; you will enjoy the wide variety of Lithuanian artifacts.  


During the months of February, March, and April, the museum will have a special exhibit of Victorian and collectable dolls and teddy bears. The museum will have a bunny bread baking class on Saturday. March 15th at 9 am.  The class is geared to children ages 8 to 12.  Cost is $10 and includes tea.  Registration is necessary; call Elizabeth at (913)621-7111


In April, on every Sunday except Easter, the museum will have “Dolly and Me”.  If you bring your doll to tea in the tea room, your beverage is free.  The tea room also sells dessert. 

The museum is located in an original Queen Ann style home built in 1887, and was the former St. John the Baptist Children's Home.  The house has many of the home's original pieces of furniture and stained glass windows.

The museum is open from noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.  Admission is $5 for adults and $2 for children.

Strawberry Hill Museum

720 N. 4th Street

Kansas City, KS  66101

(913) 371-3264

Fifth Annual Lithuanian

Muge Is A Success!

It’s hard to believe it’s been over five years since Margaret  Zemaitis came up with the idea for the Muge, as a chance for the Lithuanian Community to share their heritage in an indoor festival, and not worry about the weather ruining plans.  On November 16th and 17th, we had the Fifth Annual Lithuanian Muge at the Lenexa Community Center.  

The Lithuanian items were a big hit, as in previous years.  People enjoyed shopping among the Lithuanian merchandise, especially the amber.  The Lithuanian kitchen filled the appetites of many hungry shoppers.

Our Muge also featured booths by Lithuanian Community members, Janet Tluscik, Theresa Planek, and Pat Jesaitis. Pat Jesaitis, had a beautiful display of  his photographic art.  Janet Tluscik, (nee Thomas, a member of the Purduski family) a co-owner of Old Country Bakery gave samples of the apricot, cheese and walnut povitica. Theresa had a flea market with a wonderful collection of items.

Anita Strumillo directed the Aidas Folkdancers in several short folkdancing programs each day, which added to the ambiance of the weekend.  Amy Newman and Mary Kelly directed the Young Aidas Dancers in a performance on Sunday.  Last, but not least, Old Father Frost, brought smiles to children and grownups alike, with photos being snapped and candy treats being given out to those who’d been good all year.  Everyone enjoyed the live accordion music by Juha Silverberg.

Our thanks go not only to our participating vendors, and all those members who came and enjoyed the Muge, but to all the members who helped to plan and execute this big event.  We thank all those who worked on publicity, food preparation, on-site kitchen and booth workers, Lithuanian banners and other signs, Lithuanian booth and Lithuanian castle set-up and take down, and Father Frost and his official Photographers.

Diplomatic Ball Slated For

March 8, 2003

The Ethnic Enrichment Commission of Greater Kansas City, which supports the continuing education and growth of our cultural diversity in the metropolitan area, will hold its annual Diplomatic Ball at the Downtown Marriott Muehlebach Tower, on Saturday evening, March 8, 2003.  This is the 20th anniversary of the Ethnic Ball.

The Philippines is this year’s hosting country.  The dinner will be beef and fish prepared in the Philippine style.  Entertainment will be provided by The Sampaguita Choir, The Sinag-Tala Dance Troupe, Philippine String Ensemble, 

And Manila Sound Machine Live Band. Reservations are required and tickets may be ordered through Richard and Charlotte Horvatic, the current commissioners representing our Lithuanian community on the commission.


If you would like more information about attending this Ball, please call Richard or Charlotte at (816) 461-9073 or e-mail charpapa@tfs.net.   Tickets are on a first come first served basis, so the earlier you buy your tickets, the better your table at the Ball.


Tickets are $48 each.  Proceeds help to fund scholarships to college aspirants who actively participate in learning about and volunteering in their ethnic communities.


You may dress in semi-formal to formal clothing, as you wish.  The evening agenda is as follows:

· Social Hour and Cash Bar begin at approximately 6:00 p.m..

· Seating at Designated Tables at 7:00 P.M.

· Presentation of All Countries represented on the EEC

· Dinner and Welcoming Remarks and Community Outreach Awards

· Ethnic Entertainment Program

· Ballroom Dancing 

· Door Prize Drawing

+++ In Memoriam +++

Ralph W. Varnum passed away on November 10, 2002.  A memorial service was held at St. Michael’s and All Angels Episcopal Church. He is survived by his son Ralph W. Varnum.

Al Vrabac passed away on November 13, 2002.  Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church with burial in Mount Calvary Cemetery.  In addition to being a member of the LOA, he was in the Don Lipovac Booster Club.

Tillie Bailey passed away on January 7, 2003.  Mass of Christian Burial was held at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, with burial in Mt. Calvary Cemetery. She is survived by a brother, Al Purduski and a sister, Elsie Thomas.  She was a long time member of the LOA

Dottie Coakley passed away on January 30, 2003.  Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. Andrew's Catholic Church, with burial in Mt. Moriah Terrace Park Cemetery.  She was a long time member of the LOA and Aidas Folk Dancers. She is survived by her husband, Ted, children, Ted Coakley Jr., Thomas Coakley, Constance Kemmerer, Kathleen Warger, Keith Coakley, and Michael Coakley,  and 15 grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let Your Perpetual Light shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the mercifully departed rest in peace.  Amen.

Lithuanian Language

on the Internet

The website for teaching English as a Second Language offers quizes where you match English phrases with their Lithuanian equivalent.  60 different quizes are available on-line at:

http://iteslj.org/v/lt/

If you would like to look up a Lithuanian word, you can go to the on-line Lithuanian and English dictionary at:

http://alkonas.fotonija.lt/
Lithuanians Share Culture


The Lithuanian community is a well-established and long-standing member of the Kansas City, Missouri Mayor's Ethnic Enrichment Commission.  Since joining this organization in 1981, our community has been well represented through the efforts of our dedicated and professional Lithuanian Folkdance Group, and various individuals who also present cultural programs at schools, retirement homes, business and civic organizations for the purpose of sharing the Lithuanian culture with others.


Some of the programs in which the Aidas Dancers participate in regularly are: 


· The annual American Royal Parade in downtown Kansas City, MO.

· The 4-H Annual Regional Conference


· The Christmas Party at Lake of the Forest.  

· The Lithuanian Muge (Bazaar)  at the Lenexa  Community Center

· The annual Ethnic Enrichment Festival at Swope Park, Kansas.City, Missouri.

Programs to be presented by Aidas in the near future include:

Sunday, February 23, 2003, at 2:00 p.m. at the Strawberry Hill Cultural Museum.  The public is invited.  Call the museum for tickets and/or reservations.

Sunday, March 2, 2003, the Aidas Dancers will be performing for our members at the St. Casimir/Lithuanian Independence Day Celebration.

An individual presentation by two of our members will take place at the South Park Elementary School, in Shawnee, Kansas, on Tuesday, February 4, 2003.   The program will feature a cultural display and educational program about our Lithuanian heritage for the benefit of the students and teachers there.   


If any of our members are interested in helping with a school or civic presentation, please call (816)461-9073 and we will put your name on the volunteer list for future programs.  You will learn more about your heritage right along with the audience!  

Lithuania Invited to Join

NATO


On November 21, 2002, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) formally invited Lithuania to join, along with Estonia, Latvia, Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. They are expected to join NATO in 2004.


This was be the fifth enlargement in the Alliance's history: Greece and Turkey joined in 1952; Germany in 1955; Spain in 1982; and the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland in 1999.


To celebrate the NATO expansion, United States President George Bush visited several of the new NATO countries, including Lithuania.  While in Lithuania, he said, “We must be willing to stand in the face of evil, to have the courage to always face danger. The people of the Baltic states have shown these qualities to the world. You have known cruel oppression and withstood it. You were held captive by an empire and you outlived it. And because you have paid its cost you know the value of human freedom.   Lithuania today is true to its best traditions of democracy and tolerance and religious liberty, and you have earned the respect of my nation and all nations.”


Before Lithuania can join NATO, each current member must vote whether to accept the

seven new invitees to membership.  In the U.S., the Senate will vote on admission of new members to NATO, which must pass by 2/3 majority. The vote will probably occur in July.  Lithuania is also going through accession talks with NATO. 

Lithuania has pledged to allocate 2 percent of GDP for defense in 2001-04 and to assign one of its battalions for NATO operations. NATO expects Lithuania to create smaller but more efficient and mobile units, resulting in an increase of professional soldiers and a reduction in the number of conscripts and active reservists. The size of the armed forces will be reduced from the current 14,000 to 13,000 and the active reserves from 20,000 to 6,000 by 2008. 

Rolandas Paksas Elected Lithuanian President


Liberal Democratic Leader Rolandas Paksas was elected president of Lithuania during elections on January 5, 2003.  Paksas received 54.9 percent of the vote, while the incumbent Adamkus received 45.1 percent. Paksas won in all areas except the cities of Vilnius, Kaunas, Palanga, and Birstonas.  He is expected to be sworn in as president on February 26th.

The voter turnout of 52.56 percent was about one percentage point lower than in the first round two weeks earlier, when Adamkus received 35.1 percent of the votes cast and Paksas 19.4 percent.  Many expected Adamkus to win handily, particularly since he received the public endorsement of all major political parties. The 46-year-old right-winger's surprise victory over Adamkus, 76, appears to have been well-funded. Lithuanian political analysts speculated that the election results signal widespread dissatisfaction with political parties and a desire for change.


Some fear that Paksas will be a potential obstacle to EU membership. However, he has said that “foreign policy will not change," but has also said, "My first visit [will] be to Brussels to meet EU leaders and clarify the situation on certain points that do not satisfy me."  Paksas ran with the slogan "Vote for Change," while incumbent Adamkus built his re-election bid on the country's recent invitations to join the EU and NATO, with membership expected as soon as 2004.

According to Paksas, "Special emphasis will be put on developing regional cooperation with some regions in Russia, especially the northwestern part and other remote regions."  He predicted greater cooperation with Ukraine, where in addition to bilateral economic cooperation, he will encourage "establishing contacts between NGOs (non-governmental organizations) and governmental organizations.  He also said he will seek new markets for Lithuanian products and investment opportunities in Africa, Asia, and Latin

America.

U.S. Congressional Support Requested for Lithuania

The Lithuanian-American Community is requesting that Lithuanian-Americans write their senators and representatives, asking for support for Lithuania in funding for Radio Free Europe and admission to NATO.

The proposed 2004 budget does not include funding for Radio Free Europe broadcasts to Lithuania, which has been $1 million.  The number of listeners to Radio Free Europe broadcasts in Lithuania has been growing and is up to 445,000.  Radio Free Europe brings news analysis and international perspective to a society still in transition from habits formed over half a century under Soviet rule. 


Also, the Senate will vote to admit Lithuania to NATO.  67 out of 100 Senators must vote for Lithuanian admission. The Baltic Caucus is made up of members of the U.S. House of Representatives who share a common interest in the Baltic States of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.


Also, the Lithuanian-American Community would like to add more Senators and Representatives to the Baltic Caucus.  There are no members from Kansas or Missouri on the Baltic Caucus.

Letters can be long or short. It is important to indicate what you are asking of your elected representatives and to include your name and address. It is also good to say that you would like to know how your elected representative plan to vote.   Please write your letters in longhand (better than using a computer) and using your own words. It is also better to write to the local office, rather than the office in Washington, D.C.  Include your address.


Some sample letters follow:

The Honorable (first and last name of Senator)

Address

Dear Senator _________,


Please vote to admit Lithuania to NATO membership. Please let me know how you intend to vote on this important matter. 

I also urge you to restore in the 2004 budget funding for Radio Free Europe broadcasts to Lithuania. The people of Lithuania still need the kind of credible news reporting and news analysis that Radio Free Europe provides. 

And would you, please, join the Senate Baltic Caucus. It is very important for me to know that my Senator is monitoring the developments in a complex part of the world of special concern to Lithuanian Americans.


Thank you.


Sincerely,

The Honorable (first and last name of Senator)

Address

Dear Senator ________,


I urge you to vote for admitting Lithuania to membership in NATO.  Please let me know whether you intend to do so.

Thank you.


Respectfully yours,

The Honorable (first & last name of Congressman)

Address

Dear Congressman/Congresswoman _________


I urge you to vote to restore funding in the 2004 budget for Radio Free Europe broadcasts to Lithuania. The people of Lithuania still need the credible news reporting and in-depth news analysis that Radio Free Europe provides. 


Also, would you, please, join the Baltic Caucus in the House of Representatives. It is very important for me that my Congressman should be monitoring developments in a politically complex part of the world of special concern to Lithuanian Americans.


Please let me know what you decide regarding both requests.  Thank you.


Sincerely,

Congressional Addresses

Kansas Senator Sam Brownback

11111 West 95th, Suite 245
Overland Park, KS 66214
Phone: (913)492-6378
Fax: (913)492-7253

He also has offices in Topeka, Pittsburg, and Wichita.  Or e-mail via:

http://brownback.senate.gov/CMEmailMe.htm
Kansas Senator Pat Roberts

11900 College Blvd., Ste. 203 Overland Park, Kansas 66210

Phone: 913-451-9343 

Fax: 913-451-9446 

He also has offices in Wichita and Topeka.  Or e-mail via:

http://roberts.senate.gov/email.htm
Rep. Dennis Moore – Kansas 3rd District

8417 Santa Fe Drive #101
Overland Park, KS 66212
Phone: (913) 383-2013 
Fax: (913) 383-2088 


500 State Avenue #176
Kansas City, KS 66101
Phone: (913) 621-0832
Fax: (913) 621-1533 


647 Massachusetts St., #212
Lawrence, KS 66044
Phone: (785) 842-9313
Fax: (785) 843-3289

Missouri Senator Christopher “Kit” Bond
600 Broadway St # 400

Kansas City, MO 64105 

            Phone: (816) 471-7141

http://bond.senate.gov/contact/contactme.cfm

Missouri Senator James Talent

United States Senate

Washington DC 20510

(202) 224-6154

Rep. Karen McCarthy – Missouri 5th District

400 East 9th Street, Suite 9350

Kansas City, MO 64106
(816) 842-4545 (voice)

(816) 471-5215 (fax)


301 West Lexington, Room 217
Independence, MO 64050
(816) 833-4545 (voice)
(816) 833-2991 (fax) 

To e-mail any Representative via e-mail, use:

http://www.house.gov/writerep/
Lithuanian in Super Bowl

A Lithuanian-American played in the Super Bowl for Tampa Bay.   Wide Receiver Joe Jurevicius, number 83, is the grandson of Lithuanian immigrants.  He is particularly proud of his heritage and the hard work his family has come to represent. On his right biceps he has a Vytas tattoo, the swordsman on a horse, which is the national symbol of Lithuania.

Astrology In Lithuania


Scholars believe that Lithuanian ethno- astronomy dates back to the Paleolithic Period, when man first began to notice a pattern to the changes in the seasons and the phases of the moon and stars, etc.   With more observation and the passing of knowledge from generation to generation, no doubt men began to wonder about the mysteries of the heavens.  


Perhaps as a way of making sense of the mysterious wonders in the sky, the first myths about the bodies in the heavens in Lithuanian folklore, as with many other nationalities, came from the imaginations of the observers and questioners who pondered on them.  


For example, in Lithuanian folklore, the stars were believed to be holes or windows that let the light of another, brighter world shine through. Other myths proposed that the stars were sheep being shepherded by an old shepherd, which was the moon.   Other folk stories described the stars as the eyes of angels or wolves; others described them as the daughters of the Sun and Moon gods. Yet another frequently promoted belief, was that the stars were the tears of Mary, the Mother of God.


In the region of Raseniai, ancients believed that stars were holes punched in the sky with a fork by the gods.   Another belief was that stars were hot embers scattered across the black dome of the sky, perhaps by devils or evil spirits.  Still another myth proposed that every star represented a person on earth; bright stars were faithful believers in God, while dim ones were reflections of non-believers.


The moon was given the name of "menulis" or "menuo" meaning month, because the full moon's cycle was about that long.  In an area near Byelorussia, the moon is known by the name "Dievaitis" meaning "little god" or "God's Son". In other historical writings, the moon is referred to as "the frozen sun",  "the night lamp of God".

From Lithuanian Museum Review, Sept.- Oct. 2002.

Lithuania Extends

Flight Clearance


Lithuania has extended clearance for the United States for overflight and landing of aircraft through December 2003.  On September 26, 2001, Lithuania had granted this permission to the United States for their antiterrorist operation in Afghanistan.      

Another ten NATO states: Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, Portugal, Turkey and the United Kingdom, have also received clearances.
Squabbles with Kaliningrad Over Transit Requirements


Lithuania has notified Russia that military identification cards (birth certificates) will not be recognized as legitimate travel documents beginning in February.  95 percent of servicemen in the Baltic Fleet do not have passports


Originally, Lithuania had said they would no longer recognize birth certificates at valid travel documents, but compromised and said that birth certificates would be adequate for children travelling with their parents, if the parents have a valid passport.

Kaliningrad has granted Lithuania permission to expand its consulate in Kaliningrad and open another consulate in the town of Sovetsk.  It took Russia more than a year to grant the permission.  Lithuania expects to be issuing more visas after July 2003, when visa-free travel for Kaliningrad residents will end.

Lithuania has also given Russia permission to open a consulate in Kaunas and a branch office in the town of Taurage

Time for 2003 LOA Dues

If you haven’t paid your LOA dues for 2003 yet, now is the time.  If you are unsure whether you paid or not, check if you have your membership card for 2003 or your last year paid for dues on your mailing label.  LOA dues for 2003 are staying at the same low price of only $10 per family or $7 for a single person. As an LOA member, you will receive the Varpas mailed to your home.  The Varpas includes information about LOA members and events, as well as news from Lithuania.  You will also be invited to the LOA's events such as the Christmas Party and Lithuanian Independence Day Celebration.

LOA Treasurer, Anita Strumillo, will be collecting dues at the Lithuanian Independence Day celebration.  If you are unable to pay then, you can mail in your dues.  Just fill in the form below (or write the same information on a piece of paper), and mail it with your dues to Anita Strumillo.

If you would like to make an additional contribution, it would be greatly appreciated.  Remember, the LOA is a non-profit organization, and your contributions are tax-deductible.  Your donations allow the LOA to do more activities to help Lithuanians both here in the United States and in Lithuania.
You can also purchase a gift membership for friends or relatives.  Just send the address for your gift membership with your dues.


 About Our Members

Jeannette Strumillo took first place in both the Women’s Sabre and Veteran Sabre at the Sierra Nevada Foil and Sabre Open.  She also placed 10th in the Open Mixed Sabre.  Congratulations

Jack and Jolita Gudaitis Haigis are the proud parents of Liana Viktoria Haigis, born January 26th, 2002.  The family lives in New York.  Congratulations!

Do you have information about your family to share with your fellow LOA members? If you have news to share, e-mail khazlewood1@yahoo.com
Defenders of Freedom Day

On January 13th, Lithuania commemorated Defenders of Freedom Day, in honor of the peaceful demonstrators who were killed by the Soviets in Vilnius on January 13, 1991, after the country had declared its independence from the Soviet Union.

Soviet troops tried to overturn the legal authority of the state. Hundreds of defenders were injured and 14 were killed by the Soviet troops at the television tower. 

Lithuanians of America 2003 Dues





___ $10 - family     ___ $7 - single     ___ Additional Contribution of $_____





Name:______________________________________________________________________





Address:____________________________________________________________________





City:_______________________________________  State:________  Zip:______________





Phone:(_____)_____-________     Email:__________________________________________





Mail to:  LOA, 1731 N. 78th Terr., Kansas City, KS 66112











